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The Story Chap. 2

Cast of characters

Abram

Benjamin
Eliezer

Esau

Hagar

Isaac

Ishmael

Jacob

Leah

Lot

Melchizedek
Rachel

Rebekah
Reuben
Sarah

Plot points
- God calls Abraham out of the darkness of pagan idolatry into the light of true fellowship.

From Gen. 1 to 11, God has focused on all human beings.

Starting in chap. 12, God focuses on one person (at first), then one family, then one nation.  The purpose is to demonstrate to the rest of humanity what it looks like to belong completely to the only God.  Israel is supposed to be a people who live God’s way.  Abraham is the first Gentile who believes in / follows Yahweh.

Abraham is to take everybody in his household and all his possessions and leave.  God will tell him when he gets there!  No GPS.  No Bible, no church, doesn’t know how to pray to this God.

- God works through a covenant, making Abraham and his descendants his chosen people, marking out a special land for their inheritance, and promising to bless all nations through Abraham’s family.

3 parts of the promise:  land for descendants, large # of descendants, blessing (on Abraham/family first, then Jews are to convey blessing on the whole world)

Nation does not mean a certain location/space, but defines a specific people-group.
Threats to the promise:  1) Abraham&Sarah’s age;  2) Abraham’s generosity to Lot;
  3) Abraham&Sarah’s will;   4) Sacrifice of Isaac.
Sacrifice of Isaac – take your son, your only son Isaac, who was promised.  Abraham says “we” will be back.  Notice Isaac gets the least-dangerous thing to carry.  When God rescues Isaac, it foreshadows Christ.
- When Abraham and Sarah try to make God’s plan work through their own efforts, things get very messy.

- God keeps his promise, miraculously giving Abraham and Sarah a son in their old age;  one generation later Jacob will produce twelve sons of his own and the nation of Israel will be born.


Isaac/Rebekah very few details, story goes to children

Jacob: cheats Esau, has to leave town, goes to Laban, gets cheated over wife choice

Jacob returns to Canaan, has to face Esau.  J spends the night alone, wrestles with a stranger (notice No-Name)

To get free, Jacob demands a blessing, gets new name;  stranger won’t say his own name; Jacob believes it is God.  WE also need to wrestle w/God until we get God’s definition of ourselves.

Jacob’s prayer p.19 – a sign of conversion.

- his attitude @ ladder dream: bargains w/God.
- now: I am not worthy, God has given him all.
Discussion questions 
1. “God’s will is lived forward and understood backward.“  What do you think this statement means? How does it reflect the truth of Abraham’s life?  How have you seen this to be true in your life?

2. What kind of consequences did Abraham and Sarah face for trying to make God’s plan work for him? Have you experienced negative consequences from trying to make what you perceive to be God’s plan happen on your own?  Explain.

3. What does God promise Abraham?

4. When the text says, “God said to Abraham,” what do you think Abraham experienced?  Have you ever had an experience that you would regard as God’s “speaking” to you?  What was that like?

5. How can we cultivate an attitude that makes us ready to hear God?
6. What may God be asking you to leave behind to do something when you don’t know the outcome?

7. Many people see the good things in life as a finite amount of “stuff.” If they give some away, they fear that there will not be enough for them and their descendants.  What about you?  Do you sometimes feel that way?

8. Do you think that God’s “sovereignty” means that God CAUSES everything directly?  It’s OK to disagree about this.

9. Sometimes when we obey what we believe God wants us to do, it doesn’t look like God is “providing” for us. At other times, we see clear evidence of God’s provision.  What do you think?
Book Recommendation: Flawed Families of the Bible
