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The Story Chap. 7
Cast of Characters

Achan

Adoni-Zedek
Amorite kings

Jabin

Jobab
Joshua

Rahab
Plot Points

- Israel is given a second chance to do what they failed to do the first time they stood at the border of the Promised Land – trust the Lord to bring victory as they walk in faithful obedience.
- God brings ethnic outsiders who demonstrate faith in the God of Israel into his covenant community.

- Israel is called to bring God’s judgment on Canaan by completely cleansing the land of its former occupants.

- Israel is called to be a people led and directed by God’s revelation, through the book of the Law and regular prayer.

NOTES

The former, faithless generation has passed away, and a new generation has arisen, ready and willing to be led into the Promised Land

Some key themes emerge as the people enter the land of promise.  First, it is clear that the Lord, not the strength of Israel’s army, will make victory possible.  (The very first battle they fight is won with the sound of trumpets!)  Second, their mission demands a heart of courage.  While the Lord promises to go before Israel, he still calls them to fight bravely.  And third, if Israel has any hope of achieving victory, they must trust God and walk in obedience to Him.


Note the humor in chapter 2.  Joshua picks two men to “spy out” Jericho before the Israelites confront the city.  So the two guys go into Jericho and go straight to the house of prostitution.  Of course, if you are a stranger in town, you have to ask where to find the house, so by the time they find Rahab, the king has heard there are strangers in town.  The text points out that Rahab believes in Israel’s God already, and offers protection for the men in return for her family’s safety.

The instructions for Jericho’s defeat are pointedly non-military.  We can only imagine the talk among the Jewish soldiers – all they have to do is walk around the city walls for 6 days and blow trumpets, then on the 7th day they do it seven times.  It does work!  Rahab and her family are rescued as promsied, incorporated into God’s people, and she becomes an ancestor of the Messiah.
Discussion Questions
1. In the Canaanite conquest, God used Israel to bring judgment on whole people groups.  How does this image of God fit in with the popular understanding of God?  How do the Biblical writers justify the attempted extermination of the Canaanites?
2. Throughout the book of Joshua, there are times when Israel “gets it,” following the Lord faithfully, and times when they do not.  List a few examples of each.  Where do you see yourself in these examples?

3. Having read the story of Joshua and the conquest, respond to this statement:  God clearly desires to bless his people and prosper them.

4. Why do you think God chose to give the Israelites victory by all the marching around and horn-blowing instead of just letting the soldiers attack?
